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SUBJECT: NUCLEAR POWER - SHUTDOWN OF UNECONOMICAL 
NATURAL URANIUM POWER PLANT 

1. GERMAN NEWSPAPERS NOTED ON AUGUST 8 AND 9 A STATEMENT 
BY A BAVARIAN ECONOMICS MINISTRY SPOKESMAN THAT THE FRG 
MINISTRY FOR RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY AND SIEMENS HAD 
AGREED TO SHUT DOWN "PERMANENTLY" THE PILOT NUCLEAR 
POWER PLANT WITH A REACTOR FUELED BY NATURAL URANIUM 
MODERATED BY HEAVY WATER AND COOLED BY CARBON DIOXIDE) 
LOCATED AT NIEDERAICHBACH/ISAR AS OF JULY 31, 1974. THE 
BAVARIAN MINISTRIES OF ECONOMICS AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION EMPHASIZED, HOWEVER, THAT ECONOMIC 
INVIABILITY AND NOT TECHNOLOGICAL OR ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROBLEMS HAD PROMPTED THE SHUTDOWN. CURRENT 
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SEEM TO ENVISAGE A SHUTDOWN RATHER THAN A COMPLETE 
DISMANTLING OF THE PILOT STATION. 

2. THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE REACTOR WAS BEGUN BY SIEMENS 
UNDER CONTRACT TO THE GESELLSCHAFT FUER KERNFORSCHUNG- 
VERSUCHSANLAGEN (KARLSRUHE) AND KERNKRAFTWERK 
NIEDERAICHBACH GMBH, WHICH IS A SUBSIDIARY OF 
BAYERNWERK AND THE OPERATOR OF THE PLANT. THE TOTAL COST 
OF THE PLANT WAS DM 230 MILLION WITH DM 130 MILLION 
CONTRIBUTED BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, DM 10 MILLION BY 
THE STATE OF BAVARIA, AND DM 90 MILLION BY SIEMENS. 

3. SINCE THE REACTOR FIRST REACHED CRITICALITY IN 
DECEMBER 1972, IT HAS OPERATED AT ONLY A FRACTION OF 
ITS INSTALLED CAPACITY OF 100 MW (ELECTRIC). ITS HIGHEST 
OUTPUT WAS 15 MW (ELECTRIC) REACHED IN OCTOBER, 1973. 
OPERATIONAL LOSSES OF THE PLANT, WHICH EMPLOYS A STAFF 
OF 130 PEOPLE, HAVE RANGED BETWEEN DM 5 MILLION AND 
DM 8.5 MILLION ANNUALLY SINCE THE FIRST TRIAL RUNS 
BEGAN IN 1969. THESE LOSSES WERE SHARED EQUALLY BY THE 
RESEARCH MINISTRY AND THE BAVARIAN STATE GOVERNMENT. 

4. THE FAILURE OF THE NIEDERAICHBACH PILOT PLANT, 

ACCORDING TO THE PRESS REPORTS, HAS SERVED TO 
DISCOURAGE THE PLANS OF SIEMENS, WHICH HAS SPENT 
AROUND DM 40 MILLION ON RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FOR 
THIS REACTOR LINE, TO MARKET A REACTOR SUITED FOR 
EXPORT TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES HAVING THEIR OWN 
URANIUM DEPOSITS. (SUCH NATIONS WOULD HAVE FOUND IT 
ADVANTAGEOUS TO INSTALL REACTORS FUELED BY NATURAL 
URANIUM, MAKING THEM INDEPENDENT OF COSTLY URANIUM- 
ENRICHMENT SERVICES.) THE RECENT SUCCESS SCORED BY 
SIEMENS' CANADIAN COMPETITOR IN THE SAME REACTOR LINE 
IN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND ARGENTINA HAVE ALSO SERVED 
TO DISCOURAGE SIEMENS’ HOPES OF DEVELOPING THIS REACTOR 
TYPE FOR EXPORT, AS HAVE THE PENDING NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN CANADA AND SOUTH KOREA, DENMARK AND MEXICO, 
RESPECTIVELY, WHICH REPORTEDLY ALSO LOOK PROMISING FOR 
THEC AN ADI AN FIRM. HTLT.F.NBR AND 
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